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Dear friends, 

The First Reading from the Book of Samuel this Sunday is full of insight and an ancient 
wisdom. Whenever this story comes round in our liturgy of the word it’s a valuable 
reminder to stop and listen. Samuel is alone and feels restless. Something is unsettling him 
and he can’t work out what it is. It takes the wisdom and experience of the old priest Eli to 
tell him to be still and to invite God into his life. “Let God know that you are listening.” Eli 
says to Samuel. “Place yourself in His hands. Let God direct you and use you.”  

As we are being asked once again to stay at home as much as we can, this word of God is 
inviting us to remember that we are not alone. God is with us. His loving invitation to let 
Him in to our hearts is always there if we just make a bit of space in our lives to listen.  

This Sunday is an important moment in the year. This coming week is dedicated to a fervent 
prayer that the disunity in God’s Church might be healed. I’m not sure what a more united 
Church might look like. It wouldn’t mean us all being the same. It wouldn’t mean one 
denomination or another being the “winner” so that everyone becomes more like them. 
But it would be wonderful if we could share our mission to make Jesus more known and 
loved in our communities. It would be great if together we could work to feed the hungry, 
befriend the lonely, bring hope to those who are lost and can’t see a way ahead. The 
divisions that exist in the Christian family certainly impede the witness to the Gospel that 
we preach. Often ecumenism is most clearly lived out lovingly in our own families. Perhaps 
this gives us a clue about what the way ahead might be for our churches. Please use this 
week to pray for healing and reconciliation in God’s Church. You’ll find in this newsletter 
some more information about praying during this week of prayer for Christian Unity. 

I know how difficult it can be to live alone. I find the isolation that is being asked of us a 
challenge too. If it would help please ring me on 01257 460154. I will be very happy to hear 
you and have a chat. If you know any parishioner who isn’t on-line you might like to print 
out a copy of this newsletter and put it through their door.  

I keep you all daily in my prayers. 

God bless, 

Fr Mark  
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Here are the active links for the event mentioned on the previous page. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83311577014?pwd+cGN6TEF2cl02UnNYa1Q1c1VTMkJPdz09 

 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/134771831175 

 
Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity 

‘Abide in my love and you will bear much fruit’ Jn 15:5-9 
Please join in the prayer below every afternoon at 3:00pm, from Monday 18th to Monday 
25th January. In this way we can be united in prayer though not gathering physically. This 
will also help us to remember that it is above all through his passion and death that Jesus 
heals our divisions and all other ills. Let us use this time to pray with faith and 
determination that the scourge of this pandemic will end soon, and in some way will hasten 
the fulfilment of Jesus’ wish for Christian unity ‘so that the world may believe’. (Jn 17:21)  
 

‘God our Father, we know you are close to us, you are right here in our 
midst as we are united in your name. You remain with us every 
moment of the day, sharing our hopes and joys, successes and 
achievements, as much as our pain, our worries, anxieties and failures. 
As we renew our trust in your forgiving and merciful love, we ask you 
to heal the wound of division among us Christians, and we place our 
Covid-19 stricken world into your hands. We trust that this night which 
we are all living through will lead to the dawning of a more just, more 
peaceful and more united humanity. We ask for your help and run to 
your embrace, we want to remain in your love, so that we may bring 
much fruit, the fruit You desire.  
Father God, we praise you and thank you for all that has been achieved 
in our town through the collaborative efforts of our church 
communities, to help where help was and is needed during these 
pandemic months. We ask especially that we may draw from your 
presence among us the energy, strength and the courage we need to 
continue, to do all we can to alleviate sorrow and grief, poverty, 
ignorance, hunger and loneliness, to serve others and help keep them 
safe. We trust that your love for us, your children, will keep us close to 
you. And we promise that you can trust in us that, abiding in your love, 
we will be the channels through which your love flows out to our 
brothers and sisters. Amen.’  
 

In addition, CTBI (Churches Together for Britain and Ireland) have published a beautiful 
series of services for Unity Week online, available at the following links:  

https://ctbi.org.uk/resources-for-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/ 
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:8e294721-aefb-43aa-acf8-

d2ae8f050835 
https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WPCU-2021-English-

pamphlet-Final.pdf.pagespeed.ce.SnR5lgw9dp.pdf 
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Masses this week 
Live streaming of our Masses 

Mass from our parishes is being streamed on our Facebook page. Go to Facebook and look 
for “Parishes of St Chad and St Bede” and request to join the group.  

Mass will be normally be streamed on this page at 11am each day. 
If the sound on the livestream isn’t great you can try using earphones or connecting your 

device to a speaker to improve the volume. 
You can use this site https://www.churchservices.tv/county/lancashire/  to find lots of 
other Masses being streamed. Follow the link to see Mass streamed from St Joseph's, 
Chorley, St Gregory's, Leyland St Mary's, and Brownedge St Mary's. These churches have 
better equipment for livestreaming and you may find the quality of the sound and images 
better.  

Our office at St Bede’s is now closed. 

All enquiries should be addressed to Fr Mark on 01257 460154  

or by  email stbedesclaytongreen@rcaol.org.uk or stchad.chorley@rcaol.org.uk 

You will also find updates and our weekly newsletter on our parish 
websites. www.stbedesclaytongreen.co.uk and www.stchads-southhill.org 

 
 

The following intentions will be remembered at Mass on these dates. 
Saturday 16th January                  Mary Batty (RIP) 
Sunday 17th January                      Parishioners 
Monday 18th January                  Rev. Fr N M Leeming and Family 
Tuesday 19th January                   Gabrielle Myerscough 
Wednesday 20th January           No Mass                                  
Thursday 21st January               Annie Cowburn  
Friday 22nd January    Deceased Clergy 
Saturday 23rd January                    Josie Noblet RIP 
Sunday 24th January                    Parishioners 
 

Please pray for our sick and housebound parishioners: 
Syd Newton, George Morris, Peter Deacon, Amy Greenhalgh, Vincent Cahill, Margaret Gray, 
Thomas Hesse, Ray Briant, Eileen Farnworth, Pat Johnson, Robert Rainford, Brenda 
Wrightson, Maria Reynolds, Eileen Ainscough, Tony Morris, Marie Barnish, Helen Witte, 
Connie Foy, Katherine Yates, Marie Rose Sanderson, Mark Smith, Clare Yarwood and the 
residents of Highcliffe, Greenways, Brookside, Meadow Bank Nursing Homes and 
Brookhaven.  
 
Please keep in your prayers those who have died recently and for their families. 
Barry Hiccox, Josie Noblet and Teresa Roe. We pray too for all who have lost their lives as a 
result of the contracting Covid-19. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord. 
 

https://www.churchservices.tv/county/lancashire/?fbclid=IwAR3Jsh7h2ysIoGtPP-xxjGe0T3zbaNRZP33F4xWTw1qD5TOepRhRpZ9BCXY
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stchads-southhill.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1ip3Of1muJZ4xgoF3WcLLuXmwpat7mXMcbPUtE5dRZ6iiZvbkXzbsh5pw&h=AT1_5aEBvMwjboQC8Y_QI__YGYNUyvyTMuSvZdLYDawBhH0asYaFns13CKruShsi7OPqHyUeFuptUUXvVV5OcMn03GhBKplVsEHI4paq-b16vx3TyR7trORSBWuWd1VBfQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3nRaKNoSljY0HUXyE0r1uTfrZ483agEtnvaOweBxmOSMJK68-j2xMXNe0NHDp3OheRFh46d3a5LMqWcjnqBaz1vOQo6dWsUpr5jK8y61GZto9VaBzG8jvEsqQsbnh5zuNGkkh5hWcpIv7JZ32ZsQEjuFq6qBSv4B4


COVID-19 Regulations: Holy Communion may not be taken to people in their homes at the 
present time. Please ring Fr. Mark on 01257 460154 if you would like to keep more in touch 
with the parish. It would be great to hear from you even if just for a chat on the phone.  
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: At present due to Covid 19 restrictions we are not permitted 
to celebrate this sacrament in the confessional. If anyone would like to make their 
confession, please telephone Fr Mark on 01257 460154 and we can arrange to meet outside 
one of our churches. 

 

 
Helping us pray: At www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk  you will see other churches in our 
diocese which are streaming their services. Each week the Archdiocese provides good 
resources to help us to pray with the readings used at weekend Masses. Go to 
www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/ and click on ‘Prayer and Other Resources’. 
 

Brownedge Christians Together Food Bank the volunteers and recipients of the foodbank 
wish to thank all the parishioners for their continuing support in providing a wide range of 
good quality food. Donations can still be made at Morrison’s in Bamber-Bridge. Your 
generosity enables us to deliver essential food items to nearly thirty families. We are now in 
a good position to offer help to more families and individuals in need. We cover Bamber 
Bridge, Clayton Brook, Lostock Hall and Walton-le-Dale. If you need food or know of anyone 
who needs support with food, please contact tony.bctfb42@gmail.com or telephone 
07751361960 
The Brownedge Christians Together Food Bank is also appealing for empty half dozen egg 
boxes. These can be left in the food bank boxes in St Mary’s Church or in the porches of St 
Mary’s Priory and St Benedict’s Monastery. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

 

 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
This little list is “borrowed” from the website of another parish. The links lead to places that help our 
children pray with the readings proclaimed at Mass on Sunday. It was fun checking them out. 
 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY FROM CAFOD 
Each week CAFOD are running an online Children's Liturgy (registration is required) To learn more 
visit https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY FROM COLOUR AND SHAPE 
Someone has recommended Colour and Shape. You can find them 
at   https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/ and find previous week's liturgies 
at  https://www.facebook.com/pg/colourandshapeonline/videos/.  

CHILDREN'S LITURGY DURING LOCKDOWN 
https://www.facebook.com/Childrens-Liturgy-during-lockdown-101967264838340/ 
  

http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/
http://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/
mailto:tony.bctfb42@gmail.com
https://cafod.org.uk/
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/colourandshapeonline/videos/
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Prayers taken from the CAFOD website. 
Prayer for the end of the virus 
SECAM, the Symposium of the Episcopal 
Conferences in Africa and Madagascar, has 
suggested the following prayer for all those 
affected by the coronavirus: 
Almighty and merciful Father, who show your 
love to all your creation. 
We come before you asking for a quick 
control of the Coronavirus currently ravaging 
our world. 
Hear graciously the prayers we make for 
those affected by the virus in various parts of 
the world. 
Grant healing to the sick, eternal life to the 
dead and consolation to the bereaved 
families. 
We pray that an effective medicine to combat 
the sickness be speedily found. 
We pray for the relevant governments and 
health authorities that they take appropriate 
steps for the good of the people. 
Look upon us in your mercy and forgive us 
our failings. Amen. 
 
Light in the darkest times 

A light that shines in the dark, a light 
that darkness could not overpower." 

John 1:5 
Loving, ever-living and compassionate God, 
You understand the pain of loss, the 
heartache of bereavement, 
May we hold in our hearts all those whose 
families or friends have died. 
You are a light that shines in the darkest 
times, 
Guide us and heal us in our sickness and 
sorrow. 
You comfort us in times of fear, 
May we comfort each other, even as we 
keep apart. 
You console and lead us in times of doubt 
and confusion, 
May we follow the light of your love and 
spread hope. 
You move our hearts to acts of generosity, 
May we be led to share what we have with 
those in need. 
God of life, 
We thank you for the signs of your light in the 
midst of our darkness, 
May we be signs of your compassion in 
the heart of your world.  

Amen.  
Prayer: Linda Jones/CAFOD 
Infinite power and love 
Lord God, we entrust to you the families and 
communities 
affected by Coronavirus, wherever they may 
be. 
We pray especially for health care workers, 
that you may guide and protect them. 
We pray that your Spirit might inspire 
those researching new medicines and 
treatments. 
And in the midst of this, keep us strong in 
faith, hope and love. Grant us the courage 
and perseverance to be good neighbours. 
May the words of your Son Jesus Christ in 
the Our Father, 
be our prayer as we entrust ourselves and all 
of us who are affected 
to your infinite power and love.  
Amen. 
Adapted from an Ebola prayer by Caritas 
Guinea 
 
Your loving care 
Lord Jesus, 
when you walked with us on earth 
you spread your healing power. 
We place in your loving care 
all who are affected by Coronavirus. 
Keep us strong in faith, hope and love. 
Bring relief to our sick, 
console our bereaved, 
protect those who care for us. 
We lift our prayer to you Lord, 
and trust in your infinite mercy, 
as we wait for the daybreak. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for uncertain times 
Lord Jesus Christ, light of this world, thank 
you for the hope you have given us. 
Help us to give our worries to you and, above 
all, to trust in your unfailing love. 
For you have promised us "Never will I leave 
you, never will I forsake you." 
Almighty God, our protector, let us trust in you 
to carry us through this time of uncertainty. 
Jesus, hear our cries as we mourn those 
who've left us. 
Whatever tomorrow may bring, we will praise 
your name. Amen. 
Prayer: Sasha Breakenridge, CAFOD 
volunteer 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources/Ebola-prayers


 

Sunday, 17th January, 2021.  Readings at Mass. 2nd Sunday in ordinary time. 
 

First reading: 1 Samuel 3:3-10,19 
Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was, when the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He answered, ‘Here I am.’ Then 
he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called 
me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back and lie down.’ 
So he went and lay down. Once again the Lord 
called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went 
to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ He 
replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; go back and lie 
down.’ Samuel had as yet no knowledge of the 
Lord and the word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. Once again the Lord called, the 
third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, 
‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli then 
understood that it was the Lord who was calling 
the boy, and he said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, 
and if someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, your 
servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. The Lord then came and stood 
by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, your 
servant is listening.’ Samuel grew up and the Lord 
was with him and let no word of his fall to the 
ground. 
 
Psalm 39(40):2,4,7-10 
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 
I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. 
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 
You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. 
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 
In the scroll of the book it stands written 
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. 
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 
Your justice I have proclaimed 
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 

you know it, O Lord. 
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 
 
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20 
The body is not meant for fornication: it is for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who raised 
the Lord from the dead, will by his power raise us 
up too. You know, surely, that your bodies are 
members making up the body of Christ; do you 
think I can take parts of Christ’s body and join 
them to the body of a prostitute? Never! But 
anyone who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with 
him. Keep away from fornication. All the other sins 
are committed outside the body; but to fornicate 
is to sin against your own body. Your body, you 
know, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you 
since you received him from God. You are not your 
own property; you have been bought and paid for. 
That is why you should use your body for the glory 
of God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel: John 1:35-42 
As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus 
passed, and John stared hard at him and said, 
‘Look, there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the 
two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, 
saw them following and said, ‘What do you want?’ 
They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – 
‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so 
they went and saw where he lived, and stayed with 
him the rest of that day. It was about the tenth 
hour. One of these two who became followers of 
Jesus after hearing what John had said was 
Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. Early next 
morning, Andrew met his brother and said to him, 
‘We have found the Messiah’ – which means the 
Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked 
hard at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; 
you are to be called Cephas’ – meaning Rock. 
 

 
 


